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| He's recorded with the family of world-

| famous Linda Ronstadt, He owns his own

| recording studio in Philadeiphia. He's baan
nominated for Best New Recording Artist.

and he grew up right here in Springyle.

Rick Denzien has really aiven his hometown
something to be proud of.
Springville-Gi graduate has traveled far
and wide in his lengthy career, but has
never forgoten whera he came
“There was so much beauity there, 1 loved
¥ it,” he said, of Springville. “The way that
the hills are in Boston and on Genesea
Road, We used to live up on Transit Lins
] Road - and it overlooked the 219 extension
and you could see all the way to Collins
Centter from there. I laved the way it
looked 2nd the whale idea of being out in
nature. I just thaught that T was ek to
be in an area ke that;
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Although he now calls Philadelphia home,
Denzien stll cites many fond memories of
his time growing up in Springville. One

the most notable is a break-in of the old
5-61 building between Main and Franklin
From Springville to Hallywoad: lacal musician Rick |streets by him and dlassmate Don Cooley

Going for the gold
To buy or not to buy (buses): that is the question

D to . when they were high schoal freshmen.
LUl TBASN AL wihile inside the building in the dead of Visit us for your
It's time to say goodbye night, the two boys grabbed some
souvenirs, including 3 three-foot-high daily dose of
What shape do you think area roads are in and skelaton that Denzien said “would go
which ones do you think need attention the most? | nicely with the coffin that [he] built in shop
lass - Althauigh their Gy cansencas arlicles, lips, blogs,
farced Denzien and Cooley to return the it
— S ) e WY events, recipes
escapad being caught by polica wha ware
raiding a drug party in that same building. and much more!

Walking in the footsteps of Jane Goodall
From Springville to Hollywood: local musician Rick

“That could have basn us,” Denzian
commented, “It was very, very Staphen

Denzien's rise to fame King kind of creepy.” ]
Springuille Superintendent of Public Works But fe wasrit ol and qames and [V,
awarded sscapadss for Denzisn, Ha gre:

attending the First Baptist Ehurch |n what
Playing at a theater near you from the February 17 |is now Springville Center for the Arts, and |
Journal thera he was baptizer G0N
GULVI
west Valley family made history when ninth child |4t age 16 he picked up a guitar after

enlisted in the LS. Navy several failed sttampts to learn how to

play that instrument, and says ha “finally

got hit with lightring. I started writing

sangs then - it all just happened at the same time.”

Not Iooking back, Denzien continued with pursuing his love of music, citing his lineags for his deep
involvement. His maternal unce, the late Charles Pierce, was a jazz musican, and his mother
Carale sings and plays piano. Denzien himself is a sang writer, lyriast, singer and guitanst. He says
that, dunng his senior year of high school at §-G1, he rarely spent a school period studying
anything other than music.

But when it came time for college, Denzien went a direction most did not foresee; he studied for his Discaver the magfm"
bachelor's degree in religion/philosophy and psychology at Roberts Wesleyan College in Rochester. 6}

*Music and music ministry was always part of the whole thing for me at the beginning,” he said, owen 8 ection
and, in fact, continues ta include Christian music in his repertoire, But he said the reason he went
with the major he did was because a lot of the classically-trained musicans he has come in contact
it do well at rading musie it cabnc imbroyiag. °THink thats w shama becaisa they.are
actuslly better trained,” he said, *but that one element of the musical aspect isnt flexed at all, S0 f * Just Desserts” 7.5
they can't do what a lot of musicians can do.* Avenijthey YOUR “Just %

Ly 4
But he never forgot what his long-term goal was. *My last year in college my sister got me into the To Order & More Information, Coll 748-9185
ronmeister (recording engineer) pragram at Fredonia State,” he said. ] spent that year going back
and forth between Rochester and Fredania learming and recording, 1 pretty much did everything
possible to learn something and do something with the skills.”

After college, Denzien spent a brief time in Atlanta doing some writng and recording, before taking

up permanent residence in Philadelphia. " starting in Philly was very tough,” he said. "1 didn® really

know anyone.” He began working with a local recording studio, but quickly became fed up with

thair shaddy wark, and thoughk to himsel, *1 can scraw Up my own Stuff for chaaper than this.” He
adds, S0 out of that frustration [my] studio was born.” He now owns and operates B

Recarding Studi in Ambler, Pa, and *independently writes, recards, markets and distributes his

material thraugh the Slot-1 indépendent recording label

Through his studio, Denzien has worked with many well-known names in the music industry,
including Michael Ronstadt (Linda Ronstadt's nephew), Ronstadt Generations, Australian band

FRUIT, tha band from Late Night with David Lettarman, American Idol finalist Justin Guarini, Craig
Bickhardt and many more, also working with major labels such as Columbia Records.

In 2007, Denzien was nominated for AC Break:hrough Artist of the Year and Best New Recording
artist for his hit song *Tsai." Part of that song “You're a mystery, you're a guide - yeah Tsai -
yau're @ mystery.”

Denzien says that the woman referred to in this song came to him in a dream. *The nest morming
wrote the sang,” he sai

When he was told that he had been nominsted and invited to attend the New Music Awards show,
Denzien says he felt numb. *Most people have no idea how difficult it really s to make an impact on
the industry,” he said. This award s spansored by the radia industry, and voted on by radio
stations, program directors, music directors and disk jockeys, The ceremony was held in the Avalon
Theater in Hallywood, Calf.

Many other famous individuals in the music industry nominated at the same show included Maroon
5, Avrll Lavigne, John Mayer, Justin Timberlake, kelly Clarksan, Daughtry and many more.

n April 30, Denzien is treating Sprinaville to 3 gig at the Center for the Arts. Joining him on stage
is Michae| Ronstadt of Ronstadt Generations. Denzien has worked extensively with that family and
says, *They are professionals all the way. The Ronstadt Generations sounds amazing. It is in their
blood.” Of Michael, he adds, *This cat sits down with me and we go to town together.”

0ld friend Barb Bohnenbera, long-time volunteer at SCA, asked Denzien to come and play in
Springville, and he jumped at the apportunity. “I've known Ricky for like 35 years and he is a great
friend of the family,” Bohnenbera said. she herselfis  retired music teacher, playing keyboard and
writing music. “She is a super great player and [ hope she 5its in on a song with us,” Denzien said.
*she’s an amazing player herself.”

Bohnenbarg is preparing the cantsr for the big avent and says she is excited to have one of the
only First Baptist Church-baptized performers play once again in his native church, Denzien and
Michasl Ronstadt will bs joined on-stage with a backup band, as well as Debra Les of Lyra Project.

*It's a lave story,” Denzien said, of how he happened to begin working with Lee, “The first time [
saw har was before a show, and it was lova at first sight. I didn't even know she could sing.” The
two started the Lyra Project togsther, which was producsd by Denzien’s studio, “She’s  areat
singer, songwriter and vocal coach,” he added.

Denzien says he is excited to be coming back to Springville - and especially so to spend time with
his father, who still lives in the area. Before they show up in town, Denzien and his group will also
perform at Nietzsche's in Buffalo on the 28th.

The Springville native is currently working on finishing his CD, RADIATE, but he adds, “You're trying
to make a living and pay all the bills and you never have any extra to spend on yourself.” But he
hopes ta finish that CD very soon

Far more information on Denzien, visit ww comor youtube. Find out
more about the Ranstadts at michaeironstaot.com.
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